
 

 

 
 

CO-CHAIRS:         • Abdlatif Y. Al-Hamad, Director General and Chairman of the Board of Directors, Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Development  

• Charlotte Petri Gornitzka, Chair, OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 

ORGANISED BY: • Arab Coordination Group (ACG)  

• OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 

HOSTED BY:  • Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) 

BACKGROUND  

As the largest sources of development finance, Arab providers of development co-operation and members of the OECD 
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) can usefully learn from each other to improve the management and implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.  

Following several meetings held since 2009, the Arab-DAC Dialogue on Development has become a platform to exchange ideas, 
share good practice, promote mutual learning and identify opportunities for joint action on important development issues. The 
Dialogue, jointly organised by the DAC and the Arab Coordination Group (ACG) institutions, has been fostering collaboration 
between Arab and DAC providers – a co-operation that can continue expanding now that providers are looking for answers on how 
best to implement the 2030 Agenda and address the challenges of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

The 2017 Arab-DAC Dialogue will provide participants an opportunity to discuss the following themes: (a) adjusting development 
co-operation tools to ensure sustainable development, (b) sharing good practice on implementing effective development 
co-operation, and (c) promoting joint action on education in fragile settings. The meeting will also offer an opportunity to take stock 
of the activities of the ACG-DAC Task Force on Energy since 2016.  

FORMAT AND MEETING DYNAMIC 

The Dialogue will be organised as a senior-level roundtable discussion to allow for a frank and interactive exchange among 
participants. Each session will be introduced by one or two lead speakers and followed by a discussion with contributions from 
participants, drawing on their own experience and expertise.  

Each delegation will have one seat at the table, with additional seats available in the meeting room. To promote a dynamic 
discussion, participants are requested to keep their remarks brief and interactive. 

The co-Chairs will issue a written statement summarising the main points of discussion and setting out the agreed next steps. 

On 28 March, back-to-back with the Dialogue, Switzerland will organise a meeting on achieving the water-related targets of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. A separate note is available with additional information for this event.  
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AGENDA 

 

27 MARCH 2017 

From 08:15 Registration 

08:45 – 09:15 1. Welcome and Introduction  

Welcoming remarks by the Co-Chairs 

• Abdlatif Y. Al-Hamad, Director General and Chairman of the Board of Directors, Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development (AFESD) 

• Charlotte Petri Gornitzka, Chair, OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 

Introductory remarks 

• Manuel Sager, Director-General of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), 
Ambassador 

09:15 – 11:15 2. Adjusting development co-operation tools to ensure sustainable development  

To achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, developing countries are looking for specific programmes and 
tools from Arab and DAC providers to assist and ensure that their development is sustainable. Such assistance 
can take the form of more and better-aligned official development finance, a more effective mobilisation and use 
of domestic resources, more technical support and policy advice to build capacity and more private sector 
investment. A number of programmes and tools are being deployed, for example, in the area of financial 
inclusion to boost access to finance for low-income individuals and the small-scale business sector in developing 
countries. An approach to achieve greater financial inclusion, triangular co-operation, is being scaled-up in many 
cases to make good use of the complementary strengths of the different partners involved. This session will 
provide an opportunity for participants to discuss programmes and identify options and mechanisms to support 
the SDGs, including through financial inclusion, across developing countries.  

Key issues for discussion:  

• How can providers provide more and better financing plans and mechanisms to achieve sustainable 
development in developing countries, while respecting country ownership and being inclusive? 

• What country-specific tools can Arab and DAC providers deploy to ensure implementation of the SDGs, 
including on financial inclusion? 

• How can triangular co-operation, a development co-operation modality increasingly being used by Arab 
and DAC providers, support programmes and partnerships in the area of financial inclusion?  

Expected outcomes: 

• Greater understanding of the range of programmes, tools and mechanisms available to support partner 
countries and of the complementarities across different types of providers, notably in working with the 
private sector to promote financial inclusion and microfinance. 

• Ideas and concrete measures to address the challenges experienced by developing countries in achieving 
greater financial inclusion, including on how to address capacity gaps, reform policy frameworks and 
mobilise resources more effectively through triangular co-operation. 



 

11:15 – 11:45 Tea/coffee break 

11:45 – 13:15 

 

3. Sharing good practice on implementing effective development co-operation 

As an inclusive, multi-stakeholder platform, the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation (the 
Global Partnership) is well placed to convene development actors to accelerate the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda. Following the Nairobi High-Level Meeting in November-December 2016, and given the renewed 
mandate of the Global Partnership to organise more focused dialogues on topics related to effective 
development co-operation, this session will facilitate a deeper discussion on some of the findings from the 2016 
Monitoring Report. Good performers can take this opportunity to share their lessons and innovations in 
mainstreaming selected effectiveness commitments monitored under the Global Partnership, including on work 
at the sector level (e.g. transport in Sub-Saharan Africa). Also, this session can help illustrate areas where Arab 
and DAC providers, jointly and individually, are facing specific bottlenecks and could work together to unlock 
them. 

Key issues for discussion:  

• How do Arab and DAC providers raise awareness and mainstream the effectiveness agenda and its 
agreed commitments (e.g. using partner countries’ results frameworks or country systems, increasing 
predictability, aid untying, transparency and information disclosure) from headquarters to country 
offices and embassies? How can this internal communication and mainstreaming of agreed 
commitments be done most effectively? 

• What recent examples of good practice in Arab and DAC organisations or ministries can illustrate a 
positive change in implementing the four effective development co-operation principles (i.e. focus on 
results, country ownership, inclusive partnerships, transparency and mutual accountability)? 

• How can providers facilitate and enhance peer-learning that is focused on ‘what works’ in the 
implementation of the effective development co-operation principles?   

Expected outcomes: 

• Identify good practices and encourage mutual learning on key Global Partnership commitments for 
providers to stimulate action and encourage change on the ground. 

• Agree on priority actions that Arab and DAC providers could take, jointly and individually, to accelerate 
the achievement of key commitments for more effective development co-operation where bottlenecks 
have been identified during the Global Partnership’s 2016 monitoring round (e.g. medium-term 
predictability, use of partner country systems, aid untying, strengthening mutual accountability at 
country level). 

13:15 – 14:30 Lunch 

14:30 – 16:00 4. Promoting joint action on education in fragile settings 

The Sustainable Development Goals recognise that policy makers need to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all” (SDG no. 4). However, although worldwide 
improvements have been made in achieving universal access to education since 2000, progress has been recently 
dampened for a number of reasons, including large displaced populations and the consequent problem of 
children with no access to education, due to escalating conflict in several countries. This is the case, for example, 
of Syria where the civil war has displaced around 11 million people, according to the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. At its last dialogue in 2016, Arab and DAC providers agreed to explore 
setting up a joint task force on education in refugee camps. Since then, the Islamic Development Bank, Norway 
and the United Kingdom, with support from the OECD, have been exchanging ideas on possible joint activities to 
accelerate access to quality education in areas that are not being addressed through other initiatives. This session 
will provide an opportunity to discuss the draft terms of reference that have been prepared for this work and to 
agree on next steps (e.g. inviting other DAC members to join in, linking up with on-going initiatives, identifying 
ideas for joint activities). 

 

 



 

Key issues for discussion:  

• What are the gaps in policy, planning and programming strategies for education interventions in fragile 
settings, with a particular reference to those areas experiencing forced displacement, or hosting large 
and often protracted refugee populations?  

• What are the challenges to delivering adequate and effective financing for education in fragile contexts? 
What gaps are currently observable in the way financing for education is allocated in these 
circumstances? How could these challenges be overcome and the gaps filled? 

• What implementation mechanisms and strategies (including development finance) have worked in 
fragile settings to ensure timely and effective response to these circumstances? How could these be 
scaled up for greater impact on the ground and to ensure sustainability? 

Expected outcomes: 

• Agree to strengthen co-ordination in the education sector leading to better access, quality and impact. 
Promote better understanding of alternative mechanisms to support coherent policies and programmes 
for education in fragile situations. 

• Identify concrete measures that ACG and DAC providers could take to continue the joint work started in 
2016 on education in fragile settings, in particular to support the large displaced populations resulting 
from on-going conflicts, notably the Syrian civil war. 

• Clear the Task Force terms of reference and endorse the suggested priority areas for collaboration with a 
focus on ‘Promoting Joint Action on Education and Fragility’. 

16:00 – 16:30 Tea/coffee break 

16:30 – 17:00 5. Progress report on the ACG-DAC Task Force on Energy 

The ACG and the OECD have been monitoring the follow-up to actions agreed at the 2016 Arab-DAC Dialogue on 
Development regarding the ACG-DAC Task Force on Energy. This session will provide an opportunity to discuss 
the progress made on the Task Force and to agree on possible next steps.   

17:00 – 17:30 6. Closing Session 

• Charlotte Petri Gornitzka, Chair, OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
• Abdlatif Y. Al-Hamad, Director General and Chairman of the Board of Directors, Arab Fund for Economic 

and Social Development (AFESD) 

  

28 MARCH 2017  
ARAB-SWISS WATER DAY 

Knowledge exchange on best practices and innovative approaches to achieve  
the water-related targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  

(see separate agenda) 
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